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The third volume of Quarter Sessions Records for the County of Somerset,
edited by the Rev. E. H. Bates Harbin (Somerset Record Society, 1912)
extends from 1646 to 1660, and includes a number of administration orders
similar to those in the two previous volumes; but its special interest
lies in the light it throws on the reorganization of local government after
the war, and on the opinions of the populace about the political changes
of the time. One result of the war was the destruction of a great number
of the recognizances, sessions rolls, and other documents of the period
(p. xviii). The composition of the magistracy was greatly altered, and
there is evidence that the new justices were often unacceptable to the
people (pp. xx-xxiv). The war made the expense of repairing bridges
and county buildings exceptionally heavy and added ^considerable
charge for the maintenance of maimed soldiers (pp. xxv-xxxi). Many
persons were punished for abusing the new government and its adherents ;
a lime burner for wishing he had Cromwell and Fairfax in his kiln, another
for saying ' a plague split the parliament', a third for calling the king's
judges a company of rogues'. One William Diggory was informed
against for drinking the health of Charles II with these words :

Let us drink, let us sing,
Here 's a health to our king;
It will never be well
Till we have one again (p. 347).

Mr. Aymes, who said on hearing one of Cromwell's proclamations read,
' Wee will have no new laws here', clearly voiced the popular feeling
(p. xxxvii). The state of religion is illustrated by a number of complaints
against Quakers for interrupting divine service, and by cases illustrating
the enforcement of Sabbatarian legislation and the suppression of wakes
and revels (pp. xli, xlvii, xlix). Mr. Bates Harbin comes to the conclusion
that there was a distinct deterioration in the manners and morals of
Somersetshire during the fifteen years which followed the war (p. xliv).
This conclusion is, we think, borne out by the North Riding records for
the same period. The documents contain a certain amount of information
on economic as well as social history. The editor draws attention to one
which relates to lead-mining (p. li). There is also a series of sessional
orders fixing the scale of wages (pp. 67, 121, 211, 236, 263), which seem
to show that the law was more effectively carried out in Somerset than
in most counties. The volume is certainly a very useful addition to the
materials for the history of the Commonwealth and Protectorate.

C. H. F.

An Address from the Gentry of Norfolk and Norwich to General Monch
in 1660 has been published, with an introduction by Mr. Hamon Le Strange
and biographical notes by Mr. Walter Rye (Norwich: Jarrold, 1913).
The original of this address was amongst the Townshend heirlooms dis-
persed in 1911. It was bought by the corporation of Norwich, and is
now in the public library. The address is like the rest of those presented
to Monck during his march to London, and prays for the restoration of
the secluded members. Its interest lies in the preservation of many
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sheets of names attached to it. These have been transcribed and indexed,
and Mr. Rye has added many valuable biographical notes. Facsimiles
of the signatures are given, together with eight portraits of the most
important persons who signed. In the preface it is suggested that the
address, through some accident, was never presented to Monck, and
that this explains its presence amongst the Townshend papers (pp. 12,
25). In Mercurius Politicus for 26 January to 2 February 1660 the pre-
sentation of the declaration (or address) to the Speaker is mentioned:
it took place at the Rolls House on Saturday, 28 January. Lord Richard-
son, Sir John Hobart, and Sir Horatio Townshend delivered it. Monck
was then at St. Albans, where he remained till 2 February, and did not
enter London till 3 February. No doubt the presentation was postponed
in order to collect more signatures. The readmission of the secluded
members on 21 February rendered its presentation unnecessary.

C. H. F.

Samuel Burdy's Life of Philip Skelton, published in 1792, is not un-
known to students of the social and religious history of Ireland in the
eighteenth century. It gives an artless and thoroughly sincere picture
of a clergyman who showed how the Christian virtues may flourish in
a church which was not in its most vitalizing period. Skelton's con-
tributions to apologetic theology belong to a past age; but his vigorous
character and his life of humble self-denial are well worthy of remembrance,
and we are grateful to Dr. Norman Moore for re-editing the biography
(Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1914). C.

•
The museum ai Halifax contains a collection of about 130 broadsides

presented to it by Mr. John Leyland. Of these 33 are reproduced at length
in War Ballads and Broadsides of Previous Wars, 1779-95, Bankfield
Museum Notes (Halifax, 1915), edited by Messrs. H. Ling Roth and J. T.
Jolly. Amongst them are four notices relating to recruiting in 1793 : an
additional bounty was to be raised to encourage recruits and a fund for
supplying soldiers in Flanders with flannel waistcoats and other woollen
articles. There are also two new songs, one on the Manchester Volunteers,
the other on Colonel Leigh's Light Dragoons. The other military songs
include a couple on the duke of York's campaign in Flanders and his
capture of Valenciennes. There are also several naval ballads, notably
two on Rodney, one on the loss of the Royal George and another on the
capture of the Dumouriez privateer. Half a dozen ballads illustrate the
impression produced by the overthrow of the monarchy in France, of
which two on the execution of Louis XVT and another against the emigres
are the most interesting. Altogether, this is a good selection, but it is
unfortunate that the editors did not add a list of the remainder. Some
of the ballads reprinted are unique, and possibly some of those imprinted
may be so too. C. H. F.

The French Revolution in San Domingo, by Mr. T. Lothrop Stoddard
(Boston : Houghton Mifflin, 1914), is a painstaking book, with an ex-
haustive bibliography and a very large number of not very important notes
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